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Congratulations and Long Life to Debate in Japan

G. Thomas Goodnight

Professor
Annenberg School of Communication
University of Southern California

The 20th anniversary of the Japan Debate Association is a time for celebration, and |
send my best wishes and greatful thanks to Japanese students and faculty whom | have
known over the past quarter of a century as | travel to Japan for conferences and
students to the United States for debates and graduate study. In the summer of 1982,
the world was protesting nuclear weapons, my first son was born, and | first visited
Japan.

The Committee on International Discussion and Debate pioneered international
exchange of debaters with Oxford in England, teams from the Soviet Union, and an
exchange with Japanese Debaters. Doug Cotton from Loyal in Los Angeles and Mary
Nadworny the debaters and | travelled that summer from Tokyo to Nagasaki and to
Hokaido and back.

We visited English Speaking societies in the great cities, thriving smaller towns, and
rural areas across the country. Each place had a distinctive style, but in common
argumentation was vigorous, hospitality was graceful, and men and women debaters
argued with great passion in defending their positions. It seemed that students had
found debate to be a way to practice English. It was useful especially to science
students who mastered a language that encouraged precision and clarity surrounding
analytic and factual discussion.

The gracefulness, patience, great organizing efforts, and energy of debates
impressed me across six weeks of travel as | arrived to lecture, judge debates, hear
speeches, and tour--then depart, always too soon from good friends. Yet over the
years the students with whom | have worked have continued the strength of debating,
and the conferences which have explored ever more deeply the arts of argument
embedded in aspects of traditions within Asian culture and history. Congratulations
JDA!

You have discovered, created and debated worlds of great study over the years.



Congratulations on the 20th Anniversary of JDA

Thomas Hollihan

Professor and Associate Dean
Annenberg School for Communication
University of Southern California

Dear Members of the Japan Debate Association,

I am writing to extend my most heartfelt congratulations to the members of the
Japanese Debate Association as you celebrate the 20th Anniversary of your esteemed
organization. The JDA has been profoundly important to the development of debate
training in Japan and also in the emergence of academic research in argumentation.

My own involvement with the JDA goes back to the earliest days of your
organization. As the director of the debate program at the University of Southern
California, | hosted several delegations of Japanese debaters on my campus. | was
profoundly impressed by how articulate and well spoken these debaters were, by their
mastery of debate theory, and also by their knowledge of the topics debated.

In 1997, | had the good fortune to accompany the US debate team (Kate Shuster and
Scott Ruthfield) on a tour of Japan. My debaters competed in 23 debates, and | gave 23
lectures in a month. We were able to visit cities across Japan where we enjoyed
phenomenal hospitality. | am especially appreciative of all of the hard work that
Professor Yoshiro Yano did in hosting and coordinating that exchange.

In 2000, and in 2004, | was back in Japan as a participant in the Tokyo Conferences
on Argumentation. These visits gave me an opportunity to reconnect with the many
friends whom | had made during my debate tour, and also to observe again the
tremendous progress that argumentation scholarship has made in Japan.

I look forward to my next visit, and | salute you for your tremendous achievements
over the past two decades.



20th Anniversary of the Japan Debate Association

Gordon R. Mitchell

Associate Professor of Communication / Director of Debate
University of Pittsburgh

All the members, past and present, of the Japan Debate Association have a great
reason to celebrate! Thanks to their 20 years of careful nurturing, the argumentation and
debate community now has a precious gift -- an academic society committed to rigorous
scholarship, spirited contest round competition, and rollicking karaoke! As someone
who has been very fortunate to experience all three of these treats first hand (through
the CIDD debate exchange and Tokyo Argumentation Conference), | applaud the JDA
and tip my hat to all hard-working and fun-loving JDA people, near and far.
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General Assemby #1
4:00 p.m.. Sunday., February 2., 1986
SJ House, Ghiy&daeku, Tokyo

Chairman Shigeru Matsumoto called the meeting to order.
1. Liason Report by VYoichi Kaniike. The initiatioprocess of
this organization was explained.
2.Discussion on the goals of this organization. The motion
was accebted that the goals of this organization shall be:
to promote the sound development of debate by guiding and ad-
vising students, and that its activities shall include: se -
lecting the topic in cooperation with students' leagues
at minimum. The possibility of hosting exchange deﬁate pro-
gram was discussed.

3. The motion was accepted that the formal structure of
this organization shall be as follows:

Name: Japan Debate Conference

Structure: JDC shall be composed of the board of directors
and members. The directors shall consist of advisors to
debate leagues and those enjoying the status of chief judge
at tournaments. Those on the Invitation List in the initial
letter from Fr. Howell are eligible for directors. Three
more personswerénominated to be the candidate for directors.
The directors elected at this meeting are: Scott Howell,
Shigeru Matsumoto, Mivori Nakazawa, Yoichi Kaniike, Fumihiro
Joyu, Takashi Nagaura, and Hiroaki Kitano. The invitation
will be sent to : Deborah Foreman-Takano, Takamichi Hirahashi
Akira Kanada, Reba McDonald, Shu Namiki, Shinichi 0ishi,
Kazuhiko Omoya, Toshiharu Tateyama, Narahiko Inoue, Masahiro
Noguchi, and Takeshi Suzuki. The proposition committee shall
be established as standing committee of JDC. Rules committee

shall be temporarily Destablished to draft the article of

14




the conference. President and executive directors shall
be elected from among directors. The office of JDC shall
be located in SJ House.

4.The specific ac’tivities of JDC shall be: promoting the
unification of the propo{tion, facilitating international
exchange debate programs, and any other activities for the
sound development of academic debate.

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
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JDA (1995 )

| Japan Debate Association (JDA) I

Japan Debate Association 1
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JDA

JDA(JDC) IEC
(International Education Center) 1986

URL: http://www.kt.rim.or.jp/~jda/propo/p-list.htm

JDA 1995 ESS
JDA 1995
2002
2006
JDA NAFA JDA
1987 Spring

Resolved: That the Japanese Government should significantly decrease its control over
agricultural products.

1987 Fall
Resolved: That the national government should restructure the Japanese elementary
and/or secondary educational system to enhance its diversity.

1988 Spring
Resolved: That the Japanese government should geographically diversify functions
located in Tokyo.

1988 Fall - 1989 Spring
Resolved: That the Japanese Government should promote environment protection by
strengthening its regulation of public and/or private corporations.

1989 Fall - 1990 Spring
Resolved: That the Japanese Government should substantially change its foreign policy
toward one or more Asian nations.

1990 Fall - 1991 Spring
Resolved: That the Japanese government should discontinue one or more of its programs
contributing to the military potential of Japan.

1991 Fall - 1992 Spring
Resolved: That the Japanese government should establish one or more new laws that
govern biomedical research and/or its applications to medical practice. (broad topic)
Resolved: That the Japanese government should legalize organ transplants from
brain-dead donors. (narrow topic)

1992 Fall - 1993 Spring
Resolved: That the Japanese government should adopt a program to eradicate unfair
commercial practices inside Japan carried out by private corporations or public organs.

1993 Fall
Resolved: That the Japanese government should extend the legal liability of Japanese
citizens under twenty years of age. (broad topic)
Resolved: That the Japanese government should lower the legal age defined in the

20



Juvenile Law. (narrow topic)

1994 Spring
Resolved: That the Japanese government should dispatch military units to participate in
the Peace Keeping Forces of the United Nations.

1994 Fall
Resolved: That the Japanese government should stop construction of all or most dams in
Japan.

1995
Resolved: That Japan should adopt a system of jury trial in its courts of law.

1995
Resolved: That Japan should promote closer diplomatic relations with one or more of the
following: Myanmar, North Korea, and Taiwan.

1996
Resolved: That the Japanese government should legalize practices of medical euthanasia
or organ transplants from brain dead donors.

1996
Resolved: That Japan and/or the United States should terminate the Japan-US Security
Treaty.

1997
Resolved: That Japan should abolish the death penalty.

1997
Resolved: That the Japanese government should adopt a comprehensive program which
increases the utilization of recycled material as ingredients in all or most industrial
production.

1998
Resolved: That the Japanese government should significantly expand the scope of
admissible evidence in criminal court.

1998
Resolved: That the Japanese government should significantly reduce the progressiveness
in the rates of direct taxes imposed on individuals.

1999

Resolved: That the Japanese government should take non-threatening diplomatic
measures to promote amicable relations with North Korea.
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1999
Resolved: That Japan should increase direct political participation of the people through
the introduction of a direct election of the Prime Minister and/or a comprehensive system
of national referendum.

2000
Resolved: That the Japanese government should abandon all nuclear facilities used for the
national energy supply.

2000
Resolved: That the Japanese government should prohibit the production, import, and sale
of any and all genetically modified food.

2001
Resolved: That Japan should amend its Constitution so as to allow the threat or use of
force for settling international disputes.

2001
Resolved: That Japan should adopt a system of trials that substantially involves laypeople
in making court decisions.

2002

Resolved: That the Japanese government should significantly mitigate the requirements
for acquiring Japanese nationality.
2002

Resolved: That the Japanese government should relax its restrictions on the creation and
use of human embryo clones for medical purposes.
2003

Resolved: That the Japanese government should abolish the textbook authorization
system.
2003

Resolved: That the Japanese government should impose taxes on carbon dioxide
emissions.
2004
ASEAN
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Resolved: That Japan, the People's Republic of China, the Republic of Korea, and all the
ASEAN members should each abolish its domestic currency and jointly adopt a common
currency.

2004

Resolved: That the Japanese government should obligate every male full-time worker
with a newly-born child to take child care leave.
2005

Resolved: That the Japanese government should allow the employment of migrant
workers from overseas in all or most workplaces by amending the immigration laws.
2005

Resolved: That the Japanese government should establish a legal framework that
authorizes surrogate motherhood and/or preimplantation genetic diagnosis.
2006

Resolved: That the Japanese government should abandon all attempts to develop and to
acquire all ballistic missile defense systems.

2006

The Japanese government and/or the Bank of Japan should adopt inflation targeting.
(NAFA)
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1986

1987 | Catherine H. Palczewski (Northwestern Univ.), Julie | Tim Hynes
Arthur (Northwestern Univ.) (University of Louisville)
1988
1989 | Gordon R. Mitchell (Northwestern Univ.), Patricia M. Ganer
Julie T. Spellman (Claremont McKenna College) (Cypress College)
1990
1991 | Mark Levenson (Northwestern Univ.), George Ziegelmueller
Scott Thomson (Wayne State Univ.) (Wayne State Univ.)
1992
1993 | Anand Rao (Univ. of Pittsburgh), Dale Herbeck

llon Lauer Wayne State Univ.

(Boston College)

1994

1995

Anne M. O’Halloran (Cornell University),
Brian Lain (Wayne State Univ.)

Allan Louden
(Wayne State Univ.)

1996

1997 | Kate Shuster (Univ. of Georgia), Thomas A. Hollihan
Scott Ruthfield (Rice University) (USC)

1998

1999 | Eric Minkove (James Madison Univ.), Catherine Palczewski
Maxwell Schnurer (University of Vermont) (Univ. of Northern lowa)

2000

2001 | Anne Marie Todd (Univ. of Southern California), Barb Pickering

Andy Peterson (University of lowa)

(Univ. of Nebraska, Omaha)

2002 9.11
2003 | Michelle Lancaster (James Madison Univ.), Matt Sobnosky
James Radford Jr. (Samford Univ.) (Hofstra Univ.),
Marilyn Young (Florida State
Univ.)
2004
2005 | Leah Sprain (University of Washington), Kevin Baaske (California
Carly Woods (University of Pittsburgh) State Univ., LA)
2006
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A
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Kritik Debate Institute
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JBDF & Lab.
SCDS

OB
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Michael D. Hazen, Ph.D. (Wake Forest University)

Allan D. Louden, Ph.D. (Wake Forest University)

Ronald J. Matlon, Ph.D. (Towson State University)

Scott Nobles, Ph.D. (Macalester College)

Larry S. Richadrdson, Ph.D. (Western Washington University)
George Ziegelmueller, Ph.D. (Wayne State University)
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